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scheme of the French King's to persuade the King of England to undertake this so that he will give up other affairs. Take care that you prevent the King of England from being deceived in this or in anything else of the kind, since wherever they can the French will endeavour to bring this about. And things of this sort are very uncertain, and of such a nature that for the present it is not seemly to conclude an agreement therein; and it is also clear that no arrangement can be concluded in this matter in that country [England] without harm to us or to the King of Portugal.
Original Spanish with translation printed in The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, by H. P. Biggar, pp. 10-11. First printed in 1862.
NO. 15.   THE    PETITION   OF   JOHN   CABOT   AND    HIS    SONS,    1496, MARCH  5    *
From the Public Record Office, Chancery Warrants for Privy Seal, Ser. n, 146.
Memorandum that on the fifth day of March, in the eleventh year of King Henry the Seventh, the following bill was considered by the Lord Chancellor of England at Westminster:
To the kyng our sovereigne lord:
Please it your highness of your moste noble and habundant grace to graunt unto John Cabotto, Gitezen of Venice, Lewes, Sebastyan and Soncio, his sonnys, your gracious letters patentes under your grete scale in due forme to be made according to the tenour hereafter ensuying. And they shall during their lyves pray to God for the prosperous continuance of your moste noble and royall astate long to enduer.
Printed in The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, by H. P. Biggar, p. 6. First printed in 1881.
NO. 16.   THE   FIRST  LETTERS  PATENT   GRANTED   TO JOHN  CABOT AND HIS SONS,   1496, MARCH 5
From the Public Record Office, Treaty Roll 178, membr. 8. For John Cabot and his Sons.
The King, to all to whom, etc. Greeting: Be it known and made manifest that we have given and granted as by these presents we give and grant, for us and our heirs, to our well-beloved John Cabot, citizen of